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Issue Brief
Spruce Up South Dakota

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Synopsis: Gov. Bill Janklow has begun an ambitious statewide program to clean up and
beautify South Dakota.  Spruce Up South Dakota is a voluntary program in
cooperation with local officials and citizens to clean up old underground fuel
tanks, waste tires and vehicle batteries, dilapidated buildings, abandoned/junk
cars, white goods, such as refrigerators and stoves, and pesticides/household
hazardous materials.

What is Spruce Up South Dakota?

Spruce Up South Dakota is a
voluntary program initiated by Gov. Bill
Janklow to help clean up and beautify
South Dakota.

The program is designed to
complement Spring cleanup activities
already being conducted in many
communities and counties in the state.  It
will also enhance programs already in
place by identifying items which otherwise
might not be included in local cleanup
efforts.

What items are being targeted?

Six areas are being targeted:

1. underground fuel tanks;

2. tires and vehicle batteries;

3. dilapidated buildings;

4. abandoned/junk vehicles;

5. white goods (refrigerators, stoves,
freezers); and

6. pesticides/household hazardous
materials.

Program Approach

State coordinators contact counties,
towns, townships, schools, and civic

leaders to organize a volunteer effort on a
countywide basis.

Counties select a countywide
coordinator(s) to work with state
coordinators.  State coordinators provide
information and inventory sheets to help
the countywide coordinator(s) determine
the extent of cleanup needed for a county,
determine where local resources can be
used, and where additional resources will
be needed.

Dates, times, and places for Spruce
Up activities are then scheduled.

While the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR)
coordinates Spruce Up activities, a
number of other state agencies may
assist, including:

• Department of Transportation
• Department of Agriculture
• Department of Corrections
• South Dakota National Guard

State agency involvement generally
occurs only after local resources have
been exhausted.

Underground Fuel Tanks

Old underground fuel tanks may still
have petroleum products in them or
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"This is a marvelous
exercise for young kids in
school to learn about
understanding earth and
how they have to be tenants
of it in the future when the
baton of life is passed to
them."

Gov. Bill Janklow
2000 State of the State Address

petroleum products that may have already
leaked from the tank into the surrounding
soil.

This potential spillage can cause
ground water to become polluted and may
be a risk to people in the area.  Removing
the tanks eliminates these threats and
protects ground water
resources for
generations to come.

State and local
coordinators for the
Spruce Up South Dakota
program are assisting
DENR to determine
where abandoned
underground fuel tanks
are located.

The 2000 Legislature
passed Senate Bill 197,
which authorizes Gov. Janklow's voluntary
abandoned tank removal project to begin
July 1, 2000.  DENR will remove the tanks
that qualify.

The Petroleum Release
Compensation Fund will pay for the
removal and any necessary
environmental cleanup.  The state cannot,
however, pay for any resurfacing; that will
be the owner's responsibility.

Tires and Vehicle Batteries

Waste tires and vehicle batteries pose
health and environmental risks, and
DENR is working to eliminate them in
South Dakota.

DENR is taking two approaches to
cleaning up waste tires in South Dakota.
The first approach is to remove existing
tire stockpiles throughout the state. The
second approach is to establish free, one-
time countywide collection events for

citizens to drop off their waste tires and
vehicle batteries.

In both approaches, DENR hires a
contractor to haul the tires to an approved
facility to be shredded into a size no larger
than a two-inch square.  The shredded
tires are then sent to the Big Stone Power

Plant in Big Stone City, SD
(near Milbank) to be mixed
with coal and burned to
generate electricity.

Old batteries have
recycling value and should
be taken to a local recycler
or battery retailer, who
often pay for old batteries.
The state will accept but
will not pay for batteries
brought to countywide
collection sites.

DENR plans to complete the free
countywide cleanups in every East River
county by the end of 2000 and every West
River county by the end of 2001.

Funding for the tire and battery
cleanups comes from $2.5 million in
appropriations during the 1999 and 2000
legislative sessions.

The appropriations are funded in part
by a tire assessment of 25 cents per tire,
up to a maximum of $1 per vehicle.  The
assessment is paid during vehicle
registration.

The tire fee was established by the
1992 Legislature to help fund solid waste
and recycling projects in South Dakota.

Dilapidated Buildings

There are numerous abandoned
buildings throughout South Dakota.
Some are public and some are private.
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Most present environmental hazards and
risks to human health.

A South Dakota Municipal League
Survey in the fall of 1999 identified nearly
800 buildings in need of demolition.  The
survey included responses from 162 of
the 308 incorporated municipalities and
did not include any rural areas.

Statewide coordinators work with local
coordinators to identify abandoned
buildings to be demolished through
Spruce Up South Dakota.

Demolition options range from burning
and burying on site, tearing down and
burying on site, tearing down and hauling
elsewhere for disposal, or tearing down to
reuse the materials.

Numerous measures should be
considered before destruction of an
abandoned building begins.  The foremost
measure is to use extreme safety to avoid
injury to you or others or damage to
neighboring property during the demolition
process.

Abandoned/Junk Vehicles

Abandoned and junk vehicles have
value for recycling and for parts salvage.
The Spruce Up South Dakota program
wants to identify and remove those
vehicles that are no longer being used for
parts salvage.

Vehicle identification numbers are
required from vehicles before they can be
crushed.  Local coordinators should
discuss recycling identified vehicles with a
local recycler or line up a site where
vehicles can be collected.

State coordinators will discuss other
options with local coordinators when a
local recycler cannot be found.

White Goods

White goods, such as refrigerators,
washers, dryers, freezers, and other
appliances, are recycled for their metal
content.  Most disposal sites or local
recyclers will accept white goods.

Conditions for acceptance by recyclers
and disposal sites vary but generally
involve having the freon removed.

Pesticides/Chemicals

Pesticides and other household
hazardous chemicals present a threat to
the environment and should be disposed
of properly.  The Spruce Up South Dakota
program is offering individuals an
opportunity to get rid of outdated or
otherwise unusable pesticides and
chemicals.

The Department of Agriculture
conducts a Pesticide Collection Program
annually in the fall.  The program is
designed to collect unusable and banned
pesticides and their containers for proper
disposal.

The Department of Agriculture will
assist in providing interim storage of
pesticides collected under Spruce Up
South Dakota.  The pesticides will be
properly disposed of when the department
conducts its annual collection later this
year.

Pre-registration of pesticides is
required.  Forms to pre-register pesticides
are available from the SD Dept. of
Agriculture, county extension offices and
on the internet at
http://www.state.sd.us/doa/das/hp-
pest.htm
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Counties/Tribes Contacted

Gov. Janklow has mailed letters to
more than 4,000 city, county, township
and school officials across South Dakota,
asking them to join the Spruce Up
campaign.

Spruce Up coordinators have
contacted and begun working with officials
in Bon Homme, Brookings, Brown, Brule,
Buffalo, Campbell, Charles Mix, Clark,
Clay, Codington, Davison, Deuel,
Douglas, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, Hamlin,
Hand, Hanson, Hughes, Hutchinson,
Hyde, Jerauld, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln,
Lyman, McCook, McPherson, Miner,
Minnehaha, Moody, Potter, Roberts,
Sanborn, Spink, Stanley, Sully, Todd,
Turner, Union, Walworth, and Yankton
counties, and Crow Creek, Flandreau
Santee, Lower Brule, Rosebud, Sisseton-
Wahpeton, and Yankton Sioux tribes.

Additional Resources

Visit the Spruce Up South Dakota
website at: http://www.spruceupsd.com to
see a description of the program, activities
to date, full color maps, and upcoming
events.

Contacts

Statewide Coordinators
Les Cummings
e-mail:  Les.Cummings@state.sd.us
cell phone: 530-0218

John Phelan
e-mail:  John.Phelan@state.sd.us
cell phone: 530-0219

mailing address:
1201 Algonquin, Bldg. 40
Sioux Falls, SD  57104
Phone:  605-782-3108
Fax:  605-782-3109

Tribal Coordinator
Steve Cournoyer
cell phone:  530-0220

mailing address:
Box 202
Marty, SD  57361

Send an e-mail to spruceup@state.sd.us

For specific questions about tank removal:
Kristi Honeywell, DENR, 1-800-GET

DENR (1-800-438-3367)

For specific questions about tires and
vehicle batteries:

Keith Gestring, DENR at 605-773-
4216.

For specific questions about pesticides:
Tim Hagen, Dept. of Agriculture, 605-

773-4432.


